
 
Prisoners pick up litter along Groesbeck  
By Gordon Wilczynski   Macomb Daily Staff Writer  

A handful of the more than 1,200 prisoners currently lodged in the Macomb County Jail got a chance to 
get out into the bright sunshine Monday and at the same time give back a little to the community.  
    The carefully selected prisoners, decked out in orange jail garb, cleaned up debris from the side of 
Groesbeck Highway near the county jail in Clinton Township. And the prisoners were happy to do it.  
    “I’m enjoying this and it’s one way I can give back to my community,” said 22-year-old Kevin Caswell, 
who is in the Macomb County Jail for probation violation.  
    “I live in this community and feel it would be a good thing to clean it up. The sheriff has a good idea 
here and I hope this program catches on.”  
    Caswell said he is spending 93 days in the county jail after being sentenced by 41B District Judge Linda 
Davis. He said he previously was in jail on a marijuana possession charge and now is in a program to help 
his addiction.  
    Sheriff Mark Hackel said inmates work inside of the jail by cleaning the facility and washing patrol 
vehicles. He said inmates fight for the opportunity to get out of the jail and try to give back to the 
community.  
    He said the inmates selected to do the outside cleanup are not on a chain gang like some southern states. 
He also said they are not forced to wear pink jail garb like prisoners in Maricopa County Jail (Phoenix, 
Ariz.).  
    The Macomb prisoners will work Monday through Friday as long as the weather permits. He said the 
deputies guarding the prisoners are being paid by the prisoners themselves and not taxpayers. He said the 
prisoners pay a booking fee when they are admitted into the county jail.  
    Hackel said there is virtually no risk of a prisoner escaping.  
    Clinton Township Supervisor Robert Cannon said he is glad to see the prisoners working by cleaning 
up the ditches alongside Groesbeck. He said inmates, believe it or not, have civic pride.  
    “They want to give back to their community,” Cannon said. “These folks will get out of jail and come 
back into society.”  
    Cannon said he has no concerns about public safety.  
    Nicholas Crews, 22, of Macomb Township, said he got a 90-day jail sentence for possession of 
marijuana. He gets out of jail April 25.  
    “I am just glad to give back to my community,” Crews said. “I want to make it look good.”  
    Gary Blackburn, 23, of Warren, said he was sentenced to 360 days in the county jail by 37th District 
Judge John Chmura in Warren. He was convicted of malicious destruction of property over $1,000, 
destruction of property valued over $200, domestic violence failure to appear in court and probation 
violation.  
    He said he has no one to blame for his incarceration than himself. He also said he feels blessed to be 
able to work outside and pick up the litter.  
    “I’ll be here until Oct. 24 and it feels great to work outside in the sunshine,” Blackburn said. 
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