
 

Debate remains fresh over 'oldest profession' 

By Philip Van Hulle  -  Macomb Daily Editor  -  07-31-05 

Many people like to say that prostitution, besides claiming the distinction of the world’s oldest profession, is a "victimless 

crime." 

Those same people, of course, generally do not have hookers working their neighborhood streets and would not rally the 

welcome wagon for a whorehouse moving in next door. 

There was intense debate this week in The Macomb Daily newsroom about whether to publish the names of 19 men 

charged with offering to pay for sex from undercover police officers in a sting operation in Mount Clemens. We named 

those men, as well as two women arrested for offering sex acts for money, in our lead article in Saturday’s edition. 

County Sheriff Mark Hackel announced the names of the men and women at a news conference Friday. Hackel even made 

photographs of those charged available.  There never was any question that we had a legal right to publish the names of 

those charged. We do.  The debate revolved, instead, around whether we should. 

Some members of the newsroom argued that both crimes — the men offering to pay for sex and the women offering to 

provide sex for money — are merely misdemeanors. We don’t often publish the names of other people charged with 

misdemeanors, they correctly argued. 

Others said publishing the men’s names would embarrass their families. A veteran newsroom member pointed out that 

more than a decade ago when the newspaper published the names of some men charged with similar crimes, our phones 

heated up with calls from relatives outraged that we would bring shame upon their families. 

Chalk it up to whatever line of thinking you will, nobody involved in the discussion thought we should omit the names of 

the two women identified by Hackel as known prostitutes working the streets of the county seat. 

You can’t say these people didn’t have plenty of warning. Residents of the neighborhood have been demanding greater 

police action to clean up prostitution for at least a year, going as far as to stake out their streets with video cameras and 

notifying would-be johns that they are on camera. Hackel, for months, announced that his officers would crack down on 

the problem when he took over policing in the city. 

I argue that if these men are seeking sex for money on the streets, their families have more important issues than worrying 

about public embarrassment. 

And while offering to pay for sex and hooking are misdemeanors, I don’t know of anyone — in the newsroom or otherwise 

— who would turn a blind eye to such activities in their own neighborhood. 

As long as prostitution remains a crime, it takes two to make it illegal. Hookers could not walk the streets of Mount 

Clemens neighborhoods were it not for plenty of willing johns. The women may sell sex acts, but someone needs to fork 

over the cash for the crime to take place. 

At the end of the discussion I made the decision to publish the names of both the men and the women who were charged. If 

the charges are dropped, we will report that as well. 

But if they — and others — are arrested again, we will continue to publish their names. If that assists in making our streets 

cleaner and safer, it will have been the right decision. 

You can let me know whether you think I was correct by utilizing the contact information at the end of this column.  

 


